Representative or Senator XXXXXXX

Please support the House Bill HF0557 for our Veterans.  I'm very concerned that Minnesota Veteran owned Businesses continue to be left behind in Minnesota when it comes to state procurement contracts.

-Minority and woman-owned businesses receive a preference when competing for contracts with the State of Minnesota.  Current law allows State purchasing authorities to give these “targeted groups” up to a six percent (6%) preference in bidding.  

-Minnesota Veterans returning home to the business they left behind or starting their own business receive no preference to compete for State contracts.  VOSBs and SDVOSBs owners represent all ethnic groups and women.  Veterans have one common bond – they willingly sacrificed and served their country to protect our freedom in our time of need.  

-Federal laws have given preference on Federal contracts to VOSBs and SDVOSBs for several years, but Minnesota continues to fall behind other states that are friendly to Veteran-owned Businesses. Maryland, Illinois, Ohio, Florida, California have passed legislation or are in the process of passing legislation to nurture and support VOSBs and SDVOSBs.   
-By supporting VOSBs and SDVOSBs Minnesota’s economy will benefit by attracting skilled, experienced professionals and becoming more competitive for billions of dollars of Federal procurement dollars.    

-More importantly, it’s the right thing to do for our Minnesota Veterans and their families, in honor of their sacrifice and service.  
Thank you and I look forward to your support on this Bill.
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