One of our members asked me earlier about the Income Tax Credit for Past Military Service. | was not aware of
this bill at the time, but after some research | have found the following: The 2008 omnibus tax bill provides for a
new income tax credit for past military service. The credit equals $750.00 for qualifying individuals. It is
nonrefundable and is subject to an income limitation. The credit takes effect in income tax year 2009 and will
first be claimed on the tax year 2009 returns filed in 2010. To qualify for the new credit a veteran must; 1) have
served in the military(including the National Guard and Reserves) for at least 20 years; or 2) have a service
connected disability rated as being 100% total and permanent. Individuals currently serving in the military do
not qualify. Individuals with a federal adjusted gross income in excess of 37,500.00 are not eligible for this
credit. For more details on this benefit, please contact me and | will send you the information.

There are some excellent “Point Papers” on the EANGUS website that deal with Active Duty Pays for
Deployment, Tricare fee increases, and the CBO report concerning healthcare for veterans. There is very good
information in these, and | highly recommend for all to read them.

Recently President Obama suggested a plan to force private insurance companies to pay for the treatment of
military veterans who have suffered service connected disabilities and injuries and to reimburse the Department
of Veterans Affairs in such cases. He stated that he was looking to save 540 million by this method. A few things
wrong with this idea: 1) Depending on the severity of the medical condition, maximum insurance coverage limits
could be reached through the veterans treatment alone, leaving their family without coverage. 2) Also many
HMO's require deductibles to be paid before any benefits are covered. 3) Private insurance premiums would be
elevated to cover service connected disabled veterans and their families. We should not support nor stand by
and let others do the work while the politicians plan to bill a veteran for service connected disabilities. | just
mention this because it is the kind of thing that if you do not get involved, will happen. Once it does, it is too
late to turn the wheel back again. Please get involved.

Mr President, | move that this report be accepted as written.
Respectfully,
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Walt Kaphing





















